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Available to Help Organic
Farmers Create Conservation
Buffers

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of
establishing up to 20,000 acres of new
conservation buffers and other practices on and
near farms that produce organic crops.

The financial assistance is available from the
USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a
federally funded voluntary program that contracts
with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead
used for conservation benefits. CRP participants
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees
(known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve
water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return,
FSA provides participants with rental payments
and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is
between 10 and 15 years.
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Elko FSA Office:
Claire Kehoe, CED
775.738.6445

Ely FSA Office:
Claire Kehoe, CED
775.289.4990

Fallon FSA Office:
Imelda Andersen, CED
775.423.5124

Lovelock FSA Office:
Katie Nuffer, Acting CED
775.273.2922

Winnemucca FSA
Office:

Katie Nuffer, CED
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Yerington FSA Office:
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Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation
or county.

For conservation buffers, funds are available for
establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or
strips. Interested organic producers can offer
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any
time.

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic
farmers include:

e The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program that provides financial assistance
for 55 to 100 percent of the average
market price for organic crop losses
between 50 to 65 percent of expected
production due to a natural disaster.

e Marketing assistance loans that provide
interim financing to help producers meet
cash flow needs without having to sell
crops during harvest when market prices
are low, and deficiency payments to
producers who forgo the loan in return for
a payment on the eligible commodity.

e Avariety of loans for operating expenses,
ownership or guarantees with outside
lenders, including streamlined microloans
that have a lower amount of paperwork.

e Farm Storage Facility Loans for that
provide low-interest financing to build or
upgrade storage facilities for organic
commodities, including cold storage, grain
bins, bulk tanks and drying and handling
equipment.

e Services such as mapping farm and field
boundaries and reporting organic acreage
that can be provided to a farm’s organic
certifier or crop insurance agent.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more
about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a
local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Removes Farm Program
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Payments to Managers Not
Actively Engaged in Farming

USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-
net payments are issued only to active managers
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general
partnerships, consistent with the direction and
authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm
Bill. The action, which exempts family farm
operations, closes a loophole where individuals
who were not actively part of farm management
still received payments.

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively
engaged” resulted in some general partnerships
and joint ventures adding managers to the farming
operation, qualifying for more payments, that did
not substantially contribute to management. The
rule applies to operations seeking more than one
farm manager, and requires measureable,
documented hours and key management activities
each year. Some operations of certain sizes and
complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying
managers under limited conditions. The changes
apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop
years for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan
Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance
Loan program.

As required by Congress, the new rule does not
apply to family farms, or change regulations related
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or
labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop
year for most farms. Farms that have already
planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop
year to comply. For more details, producers are
encouraged to consult their local Farm Service
Agency office.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
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facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Livestock Forage Losses

Producers in all Nevada counties are eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) benefits on native pasture.

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.

Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation
no later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses.

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans
have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
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issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please

visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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